


Figures shown are past results for Class A shares and are not predictive of results in future periods. Current and future results may
be lower or higher than those shown. Share prices and returns will vary, so you may lose money. Investing for short periods makes
losses more likely. Results shown reflect the deduction of the maximum 5.75% Class A sales charge with all distributions reinvested.
Investments are not FDIC-insured, nor are they deposits of or guaranteed by a bank or any other entity, so you may lose money.
For current information and month-end results, visit americanfunds.com.

[here have always been reasons not to invest
During the past century, our country has faced a number of significant events. To help illustrate the value of
a long-term perspective, we've taken our 12 equity funds with track records of 20 years or more and shown
how they fared after these events. Here's what happened to a $1,000 investment made in the following
American Funds on the day these events occurred and held through the periods shown.

Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
The Investment Company Great Depression (1/1/34)! $2,478 $3,502 $ 10,175 $ 7,045,660
of America® Pearl Harbor bombed (12/7/41) 2,118 3,471 16,200 2,736,558
1 tion: 1/1/34 — Seeks to i t
Aception: 11/ eexs fomves John F. Kennedy assassination (11/22/63) 2,227 2,295 8,694 156,933
primarily in many of America’s best- B
known blue chip companies, as well Vietnam conflict escalates (8/10/64)" 1,693 1,768 7,570 134,901
as several companies outside the Nixon resignation (8/9/74) 1,921 4,038 16,222 71,960
United States. Dow falls —22.6% in one day (10/19/87)° 1,907 4,427 10,174 9,956
Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,702 4,188 — 6.350
Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 1,047 — — 1,396
Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) ° 1,342 — - 1,530
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,607 — — 1,756
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
American Mutual Fund® John F. Kennedy assassination (11/22/63)  $ 1,765 $1,806 $ 8,768 $ 121,934
Inception: 2/21/50 — Emphasizes Vietnam conflict escalates (8/10/64)~ 1,394 1,507 7,830 108,034
invest imarily i II-
investments primarily in large, well- Nixon resignation (8/9/74) 2,120 4,896 17,560 67,597
established blue chip companies with
long records of increasing earnings and Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)° 1,786 3,956 8,490 8,289
dividends. Avoids companies that get the Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,663 3,096 — 5,480
majority of their revenues from tobacco ey hubble burst (3/24/00) 1343 = — 1,725
or alcohol. BT T ——
Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,314 - — 1,482
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,554 — — 1,661
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
Washington Mutual John F. Kennedy assassination (11/22/63)  $ 1,908 $1,884 $ 8,521 $ 152,066
Investors Fund*" Vietnam conflict escalates (8/10/64)° 1,497 1,611 7,725 134,191
/ tion: 7, — ks to i t et —
heeption; 2/BLE2 —Seeks 1 inves Nixon resignation (8/9/74) 1,911 4,510 17,414 78,521
primarily in companies meeting strict
standards based on criteria originally Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)? 1,928 4,956 10,651 10,368
established by the U.S. District Court Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,749 3,870 — 6,505
for trust funds in the District of Columbia. Tech bubble burst (5/24/00)_ 1232 o - 1605
Avoids companies that get the majority of - .
their revenues from tobacco or alcohol. Terronsiattaclgs in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,281 = - 1,457
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,588 — — 1,708
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
AMCAP Fund® Nixon resignation (8/9/74) $ 2,793 $ 7,102 $ 23,600 $ 107,232
Inception: 5/1/67 — Emphasizes Dow falls —22.6% in one day (10/19/87)% 1,758 3,874 9,612 9,413
i imarily i i ith T
inyesiments primarlly I eomparies .WI Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,792 4,749 - 6,637
proven track records and the potential e
for strong, steady growth in earnings. Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 985 — - 1.275
Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,262 — - 1,459
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,503 — — 1,654

'Since The Investment Company of America's inception on 1/1/34.
"The date President Johnson signed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.
‘As measured by the unmanaged Dow Jones Industrial Average.




Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07

New Perspecve Fund® Nixon resignation (8/9/74) $ 1,981 $4,172 $ 18,758 $ 94,306
Inception: 3/13/73 — Seeks to invest Dow falls ~22.6% in one day (10/19/87)" 1,509 3,460 10,374 10,397
T tinational ) =k o
primarily in multinational companles; Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,720 4,308 = 7,334
focusing on opportunities generated by b
changes in global trade patterns and Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 949 - = 1,507
economic and political relationships. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,561 - - 2,008
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 2,185 — 2,403
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
The Growth Fund of America® Nixon resignation (8/9/74) © $2,454 $ 6,145 $ 23,297 $ 131,703
Joined American Funds: 12/1/73 — Dow falls —22.6% in one day (10/19/87) 1,932 4,627 13,811 13,573
Emphasizes i t ts primarily i
MpHaslzes IVESImENLS primarly 1n-a Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,924 6,351 - 8452
variety of growth companies, cyclical =
companies, depressed industries, Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 832 — — 1,199
turnarounds and value situations. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,373 - 1,660
U.S. invades lraq (3/20/03) 1,792 — — 1,963
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
The Income Fund of America® Nixon resignation (8/9/74) $ 1,950 $3,843 $ 13,114 $ 53,141
Joined American Funds: 12/1/73 — Dow falls —22.6% in one day (10/19/87)" 1,841 3,723 8,751 8,555
Seeks to invest primarily in a carefully . . ” ,
selected portfolio of stocks, bonds and Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,700 2,957 — 5,883
money market instruments that help Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 1,472 — — 1,936
temper volatility. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,464 - — 1,662
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,613 — - 1,732
Fund s Events 5years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
American Balanced Fund® Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)° $1,806 $3,563 $ 8,097 $ 8,029
Joined American Funds: 7/26/75 — Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,659 2,989 e 5,537
Emphasi i t ts pri ily i v
WPHASIZES IVEStIEnLS pHmarty i Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 1,466 - = 1,839
common and preferred stocks, bonds,
convertibles and cash. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,320 — = 1,505
U.S. invades lIraqg (3/20/03) 1,476 — — 1,564
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
Fundamental investorss Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)3 $1,836 $ 4,827 $12,381 $ 12,361
Joined American Funds: 8/1/78 — Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,893 4,781 = 8,052
Seeks to i t pri ily i i = —
ROEKSIRG TINESS PRIy i LOmparies Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 1,021 — - 1,562
in out-of-favor industries with improving
prospects. Focuses on mid- to large-size Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) - 1,488 — — 1,855
companies in relatively few industries. U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 2,019 = — 2,219
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
The New Economy Fund® Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)% 1710 $4,091 $ 9,427 $ 9,190
Inception: 12/1/83 — Emphasizes Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,880 5,216 = 6,254
i t ts pri ily i i d
P PILHERINERRE e s Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 641 = : 971
information companies, such as health
care, media, financial services and Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,328 = : 1,665
telecommunications. U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,830 —_ — 2,132
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
EuroPacific Growth Fund® Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)3 $1,438 $ 3,178 $ 9,339 $ 9428
Inception: 4/16/84 — Seeks to invest Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,559 3,461 — 6,485
primarily in both small and large
companies outside the United States, Tech bubble burst (3/24/00) 888 — — 1,559
primarily in Europe and the Pacific Basin. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) B 1,783 — = 2,362
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 2,524 S — 2,838
Fund Events 5 years later 10 years later 20 years later  Through 12/31/07
Capital Income Builder” Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)3 $1,866 $ 3,781 $ 10,350 $ 10,265
Inception: 7/30/87 — Seeks to invest Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90) 1,753 3,139 — 7,311
imarily i fixed-i
primarily in stocks and fixed-income " p ) bble burst (3/24/00) 1,578 - = 2,284
securities with a history of — or potential
for — increasing dividends. Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01) 1,607 — — 1972

U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03) 1,786 = = 1,937




@ American Funds

The right choice for the long term

Here’s how a $1,000 investment in Standard & Poor's 500 Composite Index would have done if made on the day these events

occurred and held through the periods shown ...
Events
Great Depression (1/1/34)!
Pearl Harbor bombed (12/7/41)
John F. Kennedy assassination (11/22/63)
Vietnam conflict escalates (8/10/64)?
Nixon resignation (8/9/74)
Dow falls -22.6% in one day (10/19/87)*
Iraqi troops invade Kuwait (8/2/90)
Tech bubble burst (3/24/00)
Terrorist attacks in U.S. (9/11/01)
U.S. invades Iraq (3/20/03)

Enars later

$ 1,660
2,046
1,790
1,347
1,653
2,188
1,846
829
1,298
1,663

10 years later 20 years later

$ 1,998 $ 7,596
4,485 20,982
1,973 5,369
1,369 4,585
3,350 12,996
5,635 10,499
5,171 —

Through 12/31/07
$ 2,667,525
1,888,990
87033
72,377
52,855

The S&P 500 is a broad measure of the U.S. stock market and is unmanaged. Results are calculated with all distributions reinvested but do not reflect

sales charges, commissions or expenses.

‘Since The Investment Company of America's inception on 1/1/34.
°The date President Johnson signed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution.
3As measured by the unmanaged Dow Jones Industrial Average.

Below are the funds’ average annual total returns for periods ended 6/30/08, assuming payment of the maximum 5.75% Class A

sales charge.
Funds
American Balanced Fund
AMCAP Fund
American Mutual Fund
Capital Income Builder
EuroPacific Growth Fund
Fundamental Investors
The Growth Fund of America
The Income Fund of America
The Investment Company of America
The New Economy Fund
New Perspective Fund

Washington Mutual Investors Fund

1 year
13.10%
-19.61
-18.00
-11.03
-9.69
10.79
-10.70
-16.56
18.16
18.35
9.88
-20.13

5 years 10 years
5.20% 6.08%
4.64 4.96
6.30 4.81
10.18 Pk
17.30 8.96
12.65 7.18
9.98 8.53
7.27 6.02
6.79 5.01
8.69 3.78
13.49 8.44
5.70 . 3.93

Gross expense ratio (%)
0.60

0.68
0.58
0.58
0.79
0.60
0.64
0.57
0.56
0.80
0.74
0.60

The investment adviser to the American Funds and the business manager for Washington Mutual Investors Fund are waiving a portion of their management
fees. Results shown reflect the waivers, without which they would have been lower. Gross expense ratios are as of each fund’s most recent fiscal year-end
date and do not reflect the waivers, therefore the actual expense ratios for the funds are lower than the amounts shown. Please see each fund’'s most recent
shareholder report or prospectus for details. Results for other share classes may vary.
Investors should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the American Funds. This and other
important information is contained in each fund's prospectus, which can be obtained from a financial professional and shouid

be read carefully before investing. If used after September 30, 2008, this brochure must be accompanied by a current American
Funds quarterly statistical update. Equity investments are subject to market fluctuations. Investing outside the United States (especially
in developing countries) involves additional risks, such as currency fluctuations, as does investing in smaller companies, as more fully
described in the prospectus. The return of principal for the bond holdings in American Balanced Fund, Capital Income Builder and
The Income Fund of America is not guaranteed. Fund shares are subject to the same interest rate, inflation and credit risks associated

with the underlying bond holdings.
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